
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD, 
ARIZONA, HELD OCTOBER 4, 2016, AT 4:00 P.M., AT THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
BUILDING, 826 NORTH MAIN STREET, COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mayor Joens called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Roll call was taken as follows: 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT     
 
Diane Joens, Mayor 
Karen Pfeifer, Vice Mayor      
Terence Pratt, Council Member 
Kyla Allen, Council Member 
Linda Norman, Council Member 
Ruben Jauregui, Council Member 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Doug Bartosh, City Manager    
Marianne Jimenez, City Clerk 
Steve Horton, City Attorney    
Hezekiah Allen, Recreation Services Supervisor 
Richard Faust, Community Services General Manager 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Joens led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
 
Vice Mayor Pfeifer stated they had a very successful Verde River Day. They told her they had 
2,334 people attend. The following week they had a successful Wet Water Project where 
almost 500 fourth graders attended. 
 
Mayor Joens stated Council Member Norman was also there, and this made nine years 
Council Member Norman had volunteered for the Wet Water Project. 
 
Mr. Bartosh stated he was proud to announce that Sgt. Todd Moore from the police 
department has been selected as the Arizona Homicide Investigator’s Association, 
Investigator of the Year. He was sure that had a lot to do with the Marisol Gonzalez case. He 
also let the council know that at 3 p.m., this Friday they were having the employees’ picnic at 
Riverfront Park, and encouraged all the council members who could make it to come out. 
 
Council Member Pratt reminded the public to look at the front page of the Verde 
Independent tomorrow about the success story of the Cottonwood police department 
working with various entities to help out the homeless folks. 
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Mayor Joens announced she had driven back to Iowa to visit her mother. 
 
AWARDS 
 
2016 THUNDER VALLEY RALLY AMBASSADOR AWARDS--DIANE JOENS, TERENCE PRATT & 
DOUG BARTOSH. 
 
Three unidentified Thunder Valley Rally committee members came forward and one stated 
this award exemplifies some of the support and enriches community, economy, and the 
sanctity of motorcycling; chosen individuals display these characteristics year round through 
their vision and actions. The 2016 recipients are: Doug Bartosh, Diane Joens, and Terence 
Pratt. The three committee members then presented plaques to them. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS      
        
PROCLAIMING OCTOBER 16, 2016, AS "NATIONAL FERAL CAT DAY." 
 
Mayor Joens proclaimed October 16, 2016, as National Feral Cat Day, a day dedicated to 
educating communities about feral cats and Trap-Neuter-Return, a humane method of care 
for outdoor cats. 
 
Angie Hare, the Verde Valley Humane Society manager, reviewed the work the Humane 
Society did with feral cats, and Mayor Joens and Ms. Jimenez presented the Proclamation to 
Ms. Hare. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2016, WORK SESSION 
OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2016, AND REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 
 
Council Member Allen moved to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Vice Mayor Pfeifer, and carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR THE "WALKIN' ON MAIN" EVENT 
SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 12, 2016, IN OLD TOWN: ARIZONA STRONGHOLD VINEYARDS, 
LLC; BURNING TREE CELLARS; CADUCEUS CELLARS; CONTTONTUCKY, LLC; FOUR EIGHT 
WINEWORKS; GALLIFANT CELLARS/WINERY 101; PAGE SPRINGS CELLARS & VINEYARDS; 
PIERCE WINES ARIZONA LLC; PILLSBURY WINE CO., NORTH; & SOUTHWEST WINE CENTER 
 
Council Member Pratt moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Norman, and carried unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
REQUEST TO CLOSE NORTH MAIN STREET FROM PIMA STREET TO CACTUS STREET, AND 
THE GATEWAY PARKING LOT, FROM 4-9 P.M., ON NOVEMBER 12, 2016, FOR THE "WALKIN' 
ON MAIN" EVENT 
 
Mr. Allen stated this was a rudimentary closure we do each year for Walkin’ on Main. They 
proposed closing the street down on Saturday at 4 a.m., from the Tavern Parking lot down, 
and the Old Jail parking lot for the car show. The event hours were 11 a.m., to 5 p.m.  We 
put 9 p.m., as the road closure to give ourselves a little buffer. We try to be done before that 
with the intent of having as minimal impact on Old Town merchants as possible. 
 
Eric Jurisin, Old Town business owner, stated he couldn’t remember them keeping the road 
closed that late and they didn’t open the road until 8ish. He noticed after Thunder Valley 
Rally with a little more effort it could have happened sooner. That was also Art Walk night, 
and as we’re doing a better job of the night time business down here it would be great if 
there was a little effort to open it sooner. 
 
Mayor Joens asked if that could be accommodated. 
 
Mr. Allen stated the big challenge is we’ve got two 40 by 40 tents that all have artists in 
them, and comes down to how quickly they can get those artists out.  Once the artist are out, 
Verde Valley Rentals is right behind them tearing down the tents.  We try to exceed that 9 
p.m., every year. 
 
Ms. Jiménez reminded the public that in conjunction with Walkin’ on Main is the Historic 
Home and Building Tour. 
 
Mayor Joens asked Mr. Elinski if he would like to say a few words about the historic home 
tour. 
 
Mr. Elinski stated he would like to make a presentation to the council the end of this month 
for the goals of the home tour this year that would be taking place between the hours of 9 
and 4 p.m. 
 
Council Member Pratt moved to approve the street closure of North Main Street in Old Town 
between Pima Street and Cactus Street and the Gateway parking lot, from 4 a.m., to 9 p.m., 
on November 12, 2016, for the Walkin’ on Main event.  The motion was seconded by Vice 
Mayor Pfeifer, and carried. 

 
REVIEW OF THE 2016 TILTED EARTH EVENT 
 
Mr. Allen stated this is actually the first year we started a Tilted Earth committee which was 
a great group of local stakeholders, wine entrepreneurs, and Eric Glomski who wanted to 
extend apologies for not being here today. He was down in Wilcox because it was their 
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harvest and crush season. This year we did a descriptive analysis/study of the Tilted Earth 
participants who attended. We did not do the economic impact study. That was something 
the committee requested that we do and maybe follow it up the following year to do some 
kind of trend with that. As with all studies, we would like to give the perimeters that way you 
understand the data that is being presented to you. Sample population: we took 295 
surveys. We had a total event population of 1,680 attendants this year that was down from 
last year. We’re 95 percent confident that our data is going to fall between plus or minus 
5.18. Basically, if the average of the mean is 50 percent it’s going to be 55 plus or minus 
and some change. Tilted Earth visitor origins: 23 percent of the attendees were from the City 
of Cottonwood and the rest were from out-of-town. The highest percentage (20%) visitors 
combined income before taxes in 2015 was $50,000-$75,000, and in 2016 it was 17 
percent in the $50,000-$75,000 category. The highest age category percentage in 2015 
was between the ages of 35-45 and in 2016 it was between the ages of 18-33. Measure 
performance/overnight stays: the question of “Overall, how well did the Tilted Earth Festival 
meet your expectations?” In 2015, the mean was 9.0 and in 2016 it was 8.7. The question 
of: “Would you recommend Tilted Earth to your friends and family?” In 2015, 97.5 percent 
said yes, and in 2016, 97.8 percent said yes.  The question of: “Are you staying overnight 
away from home in Northern Arizona before, during and or after the Tilted Earth festival?” In 
2015, 61.8 percent said yes, and in 2016, 41.4% said yes. In 2016, total sales, which are 
wine ticket sales, ticket sales, merchandise sales, plus total sponsors of $48,500, came to 
a total revenue of $147,360.77. In 2016, program expenditures were $152,705.  The event 
raised approximately $24,000 for charities.  Total operating income, which does not include 
staffing, was minus $5,344.23. In 2015, which was a two-day event, the total expenditures 
were $218,186. Total sales were $144,887, which included $44,500 from sponsors, and it 
raised approximately $30,000 for charity.  We brought the numbers a lot closer together and 
that was a combination of our staff with our program expertise and Eric with his business 
model. We allocated $72,000 for this event; it was a co-sponsorship agreement with Page 
Springs Cellars.  In 2015 we gave them a flat $20,000, and the total cost to the city was 
around $30,000 when you factor staff time plus the $20,000. In 2016 we spent 
$58,465.98 and got back, according to the agreement, $58,465.88, so we netted out at 
zero and had an approximate state and local tax generation of $18,000. That’s the 
agreement expenditures and doesn’t include staffing. When you go outside of the 
agreement, the city spent $9,301.14 on staffing, $679.00 on the NAU study, event 
insurance was $1,651.20, and purchasing the Old Town signs cost $852.87. The total city 
cost, cash in cash out for 2016, was $12,484.21. The cost benefit ratio we netted out 
positive because of the sales tax we generated at $5,515.79.   
 
Mr. Elinski stated we hired an attorney to come up with the contract that cost about $6,400 
as he recalled, and questioned if that cost was in these numbers or was the cost shared 
with the other party to the contract. 
 
Mr. Allen stated that cost was not in these numbers. Basically, you could add the $6,000 so 
we were in the hole $1,000 and some change this year.  The follow up question is what does 
the future hold for Tilted Earth.  Eric Glomski has informed us that he’s in the business of 
making wine, and he’s enjoyed his time working with the city to a certain degree. The event 



Regular Meeting 
Cottonwood City Council 
October 4, 2016 
Page 5 

 

world is a whole different monster and it’s very taxing on his crew and it’s not what his crew 
does.  Staff has tried to work on an agreement with him with the thought of we take the 
program over, but as far as the imagery, the branding, how people perceive it, we would still 
get consulting from Page Springs Cellars.  Obviously, the financial contribution from Page 
Springs Cellars would drop off. Staff’s thought was we feel we could do the program for 
between $72,000-$80,000. Obviously, we would have to drop off some program 
components that were niceties but do not really contribute to the bottom line. 
 
Mr. Faust stated with Eric and his involvement the one thing they would probably pull into 
Page Springs more for promotion and marketing would be the dinner program that was held 
at Blazin’ M. That was expressly identified by Eric is that they would hold everything out 
there and pull probably close to 300 people on site. Our Saturday event program would 
include a national act band to pull people up from the Phoenix area by getting a better 
national act.  What Hez was talking about was cutting away the VIP areas, eliminate the child 
care as much as we can, and take a look at a lot of different areas that we need to cut back 
on. We believe we can do a one day event and feel Page Springs, as well as a lot of the other 
wineries in the area, would contribute with the booths and writing a check back to the city 
which is where we would gain a lot. A lot of the sponsorships Eric is able to get; we would not 
be able to get those sponsorships. His are primarily associated with the wineries and the 
wine companies. We would continue to do a lot of our sponsorships with Four Peaks, 
Hennessey, and those things would continue on.  He wanted to make sure everybody 
understood that we did have an investment of about $30,000 from two years ago and if we 
did take the $18,000 that we lost, it was nowhere near the $30,000 we did two years ago, 
and that would include the attorney’s cost. Our main goal is to try and get direction from 
Council as to what you would like us to do. 
 
Council Member Pratt stated in many ways this was an important event for Cottonwood. He 
didn’t know if everybody had noticed that Clarkdale was starting to have more and more 
events because they are realizing that’s more of the way to do economic development. 
There was a recent editorial in the Verde Independent talking about events and the 
economic impact in the area on cities and towns that are doing it right, and he would hate to 
see us walk away from this. It fits right in with our branding, “The heart of Arizona wine 
(country,)” and we can talk to Eric and he’s got the sponsorships. We could also include the 
college a little more because that program is getting much more popular and is drawing 
people to the area, so I think we need to find a way to continue doing this. 
 
Council Member Allen stated in our packet it shows the estimated economic impact for 
2015 was $373,000 and what we put into it was $78,000, and that was an excellent return 
on money, and questioned if that was correct.  
 
Mr. Allen stated those were the 2015 numbers, and obviously the population size went 
down a little bit this year, so you can take it as a face value but it was an approximation. 
 
Council Member Allen stated we’re still profiting our citizens immensely with this event, and 
she wanted to make that clear for the listeners. 
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Mr. Faust stated the fewer amount of people that did overnight stays is indicating we are 
looking at closer to $300,000. 
 
Council Member Allen questioned if the artists and galleries were charged for their space. 
 
Mr. Allen stated that component was handled by Page Springs Cellars. From his 
understanding they charged them a percentage because it was a challenge to get artists. 
 
Council Member Allen stated in general, an artist will pay anywhere from $200-$300 for a 
booth space, and if you were to increase that and charge the $200 per booth space you’re 
going to make some extra money that way. 
 
Mr. Faust stated one of the things Mr. Glomski had indicated was he was very concerned 
about Cottonwood and the brand. He wants to continue the program and would like to see it 
continue. He felt this would help assist him and Page Springs and get more notoriety for 
Page Springs, but he would also like to see us continue the event for the one day.  We were 
looking at moving it back because it was so hot, we believe it impacted us and moving into 
May would help us dynamically. 
 
After further discussion regarding the event, Mayor Joens stated they were looking for 
direction from the council on whether to proceed with the event for the coming year. 
 
Mr. Allen state staff is looking for direction on if you would like us to take this program 
completely in-house with the artistic and branding side consulting coming from Page Springs 
Cellars, and we would use our already budgeted $72,000. It would probably be between 
$72,000 and $80,000 to put this program on with the city having the financial 
responsibility. 
 
Council Member Allen stated she thought it was great, Council Member Pratt stated go for it. 
Vice Mayor Pfeifer, and Council Members Norman and Jauregui agreed. 
 
Mr. Elinski reminded the council that May is Clarkdale’s Verde Valley Wine and Music 
Festival. 
 
CLAIMS/ADJUSTMENTS 
 
Council Member Norman moved to pay the Claims. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Allen, and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Joens moved to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Pfeifer, and 
carried.  The regular meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 
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       ___________________________________ 

Diane Joens, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Marianne Jiménez, City Clerk 
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 

 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of the minutes of a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Cottonwood held on October 4, 2016.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called, 
and that a quorum was present. 
 
 
_____________________________________________  ___________________________________
 Marianne Jiménez, City Clerk                     Date 

 

 


